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Welcome to the 2023-24 LIHSA School Year!

For many of us, summer is a time to kick off our
shoes and relax with family and friends. But we
are clicking our heels together here at LIHSA
because a new school year is
underway! We just love welcoming back
students, faculty, and staff to a fresh school
year. The sense of new is in the air:
new classes, new friends, new songs to learn, a
new canvas to paint, and new productions to
begin. 
 
This year – the 2023-24 school year – is so
much more than “new.” It’s also the celebration
of LIHSA’s 50th anniversary! In 1973, Nassau
BOCES established what was then known as
the Cultural Arts Center to be Long Island’s first (and only!) public school
dedicated to the arts. Our Founding Principal, Ava Favara, created a space
where artists, dancers, musicians, actors, could find each other, learn together,
and help each other be their own best selves. As we celebrate our golden
anniversary, we will look back with gratitude and look ahead at LIHSA’s future
with anticipation. All while rejoicing in our current students and cheering them
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on as they learn, stretch, grow and accomplish so much over these next
months.
 
This weekly newsletter will be a space where you can find out about upcoming
school events, read about what’s happened recently in LIHSA’s classrooms
and studios, learn about student and alumni accomplishments, and even find
our picks for arts happenings around the community. This fall you’ll also get to
read a lot about the return of our beloved Broadway Supports LIHSA event on
November 6, our Spring Scholarship Gala on April 12th, and our culminating
50th Anniversary Event in June!
 
But we are getting ahead of ourselves. We’re just at the end of our first week of
school. We hope you get a moment to kick back off your shoes and enjoy the
weekend!
 
Warmly,
Laura Vega & Lindsay Rogan

Important Dates

September 13 - Headshots and Yearbook Photos (All Students)
September 19 - Back to School Night 6 - 8 pm (all Parents and Guardians)
September 25 - School Closed (Yom Kippur Observance)
September 28-29 - Technical Assessments (All Students)
September 30 - Open House
October 7 - LI Fall Festival in Huntington, Music Performance (Time TBA)
October 9 - School Closed (Indigenous Peoples/Columbus Day)
October 11 - College Fair
October 12 - Graduation Photo (Seniors)
October 19 - Rosemary Kennedy/LIHSA Dance Buddies Program
October 22 - Open House
October 26 - 1+1 Day/Bring a Friend to LIHSA

LIHSA's 2023-24 LIAA Scholar Artists!

https://www.longislandhighschoolforthearts.org/event/headshots-and-yearbook-photos-all-students/
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Triple threat indeed! Congratulations to LIHSA's Scholar Artists!
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Student in the Spotlight

Congratulations to LIHSA Senior Kaitlyn Wille for singing at Music Fest at The
Huntington Lighthouse over Labor Day weekend. She was introduced by
WBAB's Joe Rock. Click here to watch!

Opportunities For Students

The Musical Theater Songwriting
Challenge, presented by the National
Endowment for the Arts (NEA) in
partnership with the National Alliance
for Musical Theatre (NAMT), is an
opportunity for high school students
all across the country to develop and
showcase musical compositions that
could be part of a musical theater
production. Submissions will be
judged by a panel of leaders in the
musical theater field — including NAMT members and festival of New Musicals
Alumni Writers, among others — who will select the Challenge’s winning
writers/writing teams. Those writers will be invited to New York City in June
2024 to work with mentors, culminating in a concert of their songs.

Click for details!

Catching Up on Your Reading

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pi3R4S1LWDk
https://namt.org/challenge/
https://namt.org/challenge/
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Want to read an earlier edition of our newsletter? Check out our newsletter
archives. Or click here to see our blogs.

Long Island High School for the Arts | 239 Cold Spring Road, Syosset, NY 11791
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